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During the early, uncertain days of the Korean War, World War II veteran and company lieutenant

Joe Owen saw firsthand how the hastily assembled mix of some two hundred regulars and raw

reservists hardened into a superb Marine rifle company known as Baker-One-Seven.As comrades

fell wounded and dead around them on the frozen slopes above Korea's infamous Chosin

Reservoir, Baker-One-Seven's Marines triumphed against the relentless human-wave assaults of

Chinese regulars and took part in the breakout that destroyed six to eight divisions of Chinese

regulars. COLDER THAN HELL paints a vivid, frightening portrait of one of the most horrific infantry

battles ever waged.
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Colder than Hell: A Marine Rifle Company at Chosin Reservoir. By Joseph R. Owen. Reviewed by

Mike DavinoArmy Korean War expert Lieutenant Colonel Roy Appleman has called the 1st Marine

Division of the Chosin Reservoir campaign "one of the most magnificent fighting organizations that

ever served in the United States Armed Forces." The remarkable and inspiring story of the division



at the Chosin Reservoir has been the subject of numerous books and several films. During their

fighting withdrawal, the Marines decimated several divisions of the Chinese People's Liberation

Army while at the same time fighting an exceptionally harsh winter environment.Joseph Owen's new

book on the subject tells the story from the cutting edge perspective of a rifle company. The author

served as a mortar section leader and rifle platoon commander in Baker Company, 1st Battalion, 7th

Marines from its activation in August 1950 through the Inchon-Seoul and Chosin fighting where he

was severely wounded.There are many reasons given for the outstanding performance of the

Marines in northeast Korea during the winter of 1950. It is clear from this book that a large measure

of the credit goes to the Marines and their leaders at the small unit and rifle company level.Owen's

narrative covers the hasty activation and training of the company, its brief participation in the fighting

north of Seoul after the amphibious assault at Inchon and the details of its intense fighting at

Chosin. He candidly discusses the mistakes made by the leaders and Marines of Baker Company,

to include his own. More importantly, Owen covers what they learned from these mistakes and how

they used that knowledge to defeat the Chinese in a series of intense actions.
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